CLASSIC CRIMES
"characters,** and indeed the most harmless and amusing of
them all; and his face and figure were as familiar to the citizens
as was the Mercat (Market) Cross. Vitiously to intromit with
such a one proves that the murderers had surely incurred the
curse of the gods. And yet, amazingly, by favour of Dr. Knox
they got away with it! Though Jamie had a mother and sister
in the town, he did not live under their roof, preferring to
rely on the chance hospitality which all who knew him seem
willingly to have afforded. This was the "ketispeckle** and
popular being whom Burke and Hare had the effrontery to
choose from the inhabitants of Auld Reekie as a suitable
"subject** for the exercise of their art.
Mrs. Hare, having one day enticed Jamie upon some
pretext to visit the house in Tanner*s Close and left him there
in conversation with her lord, set forth in search of Burke,
with whom returning, she thereafter locked the door on the
outside and pushing the key beneath it, discreetly departed,
Macdougal was absent. Jamie, though he "liked fine a dram/*
was in capricious mood; despite the pressing of his hosts he
would drink; but one glass of whisky. He was induced,
however, to take a rest on the pallet in the little back room, and
presently in his childish fashion fell asleep. Hare lay down
beside him to watch the case, Burke "sitting at the foreside of
the bed.'* In their diverse accounts of the atrocious scene that
followed so soon as they perceived Jamie*s slumber to be
sufficiently sound for their purpose, each ruffian sought to
assign to the other the leading rdle in what they found to be an
unpopular tragedy. It is plain that poor Jamie, endowed with
the s|fength of insanity, put up a desperate resistance to his
destroyers, and had he fought for life against a single adversary,
would surely have come off victorious. But the combined
attack of his base assailants proved too much for his pluck and
prowess, and after a fierce and prolonged struggle they effected
their hellish aim. Even these devils were moved to admira-
tion : Hare says Jamie "fought like a hero**; Burke describes
his courage as " terrible.** After stripping the body, Hare took
the brass snuff-box and Burke the accompanying spoon, Daft
Jami$& sole tod greatly prized possessions. The clothes Burke
presented to his small nephews in Gibb*s Close,and the remains
were displbed of to Dr. Knox at the usual rate of exchange.
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